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Questions without Notice � Responses from Legislative Assembly Ministers � Adjournment Debate 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Leader of the House) [6.36 pm]: I love it when the 
Leader of the Opposition gives us a lecture, because she has actually become very good at it. 

Hon Sue Ellery: I was quoting your lecture! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I agree with everything she said in terms of what I said, for obvious reasons! 

I agree with the Leader of the Opposition, but I am pleased that she acknowledged at the beginning of her 
comments that this is not just a Liberal Party problem, but also a Legislative Assembly problem. I made those 
comments before�I have made them not just then but on many occasions�because when we were in opposition 
we were not getting answers from Assembly ministers. The problem has arisen again this week. The Leader of 
the Opposition raised the problem with me at the beginning of the week and I undertook to seek answers to 
questions from ministers, even if the ministers were somewhere else. I can only do my best and ask ministers to 
provide answers. As it has turned out, they were obviously unable to answer questions for reasons which escape 
me at the moment. I know that Mr Buswell, for example, is over east, probably at a ministerial conference. As 
former ministers on the other side would know, ministerial conferences can be very time consuming. Indeed, 
finding time to tick off what could be complicated answers to questions is very difficult to fit into a very busy 
program. I do not know the circumstances. I will relay the message to my colleagues. I must say that I hope they 
will take note of what we have to say. Having been a member of this place a while and having been on both sides 
of the house, I do not hold my breath about achieving a great deal by telling lower house ministers how they are 
supposed to respond to upper house questions. I will do my best, just as I am sure my predecessor in the seat I 
now sit in did his best when the previous government was in office. I hope that I succeed more than he did. 

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 6.38 pm 
__________ 

 


